
In Step with Alice Steppe 

It is Spring! Daffodils and crocus have passed and we welcome each 
new revelation of what nature has to show us. We are moving toward 
summer holidays and easier living than our Indiana winters. I really 
appreciate your phone calls and emails letting me know what you 
think as you read my newsletter. I am always glad to hear from you. It ‘makes’ my day 
to find an old friend, familiar face or voice greeting me! Real Estate and the market re-
main in the news and a continued concern for our economy. Real Estate, whether new 
home sales or sales/inventory in general, remains an indicator for economic growth, 
stagnation or recession. Recently, I heard that our recovery is projected as 3-5 years. 
While that may be true for reaching a particular growth level of 2004 or 2006, we can 
see that homes come on the market and sell every day. The spring market has 
brought more homes to sell and the First Time Buyer Tax Incentive has seen homes 
selling in 1-10 days. But the clock on this major federal incentive has just about “struck 
midnight”. We will have to wait to see how this impacts our local market as we move 
forward. Marketing homes, preparing them for sale, working with the sellers and the 
buyers, lenders and getting pre-approvals—all make for a busy day of being a realtor. 
I am happy in my work and look forward to working with you. 
 
We haven’t had many April showers, but I am sure they are on the way! Enjoy the 
spring weather, more daylight and being outside. I love hearing from you! 
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Introducing—Joyce Scotten and Rosey Taylor 

Telling You Why You Want Title Insurance 

 

Don’t Forget to Vote 
May 4, 2010— 

Polls open 6am—6pm 
Government Issued Photo ID 

Required 

Joyce Scotten, Manager 

Rosey Taylor, Loan Closer 
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In Step with Alice Steppe 
Why You Want Title Insurance—continued from page 1 

 

The purchase of a home is often the most expensive financial investment we undertake. If buyers 

and lenders are not certain their financial investment is protected, the security of the investment 

may be questioned. The purchaser and lender must be assured their ownership/interest in the 

property is valid and protected. Title insurance does just that. Prior to title insurance, buyers were 

given an “opinion” of ownership by an attorney or abstracter. If the “opinion” was not correct, 

the buyer had no recourse to recoup any losses they might incur due to a loss of ownership. 

 

Title insurance “insures” the buyer they are the legal owners of the property and it is free from all 

defects, liens, and encumbrances except those listed as exceptions in the policy, and that the title 

is “marketable”. If the buyers obtain a mortgage to purchase a property, an additional policy is 

issued to the lender to protect their investment. The “lender” policy insures that mortgage com-

pany for the amount of the mortgage and protects the lender’s interest if a valid claim should 

arise. 

 

A title insurance policy fully protects the buyer against errors in public records and any hidden 

defects that are not disclosed by a search of the public records. Items discovered in the search 

process such as prior liens, judgments, old mortgages that have not been released are resolved 

prior to the closing of the purchase between buyer and seller. If a defect should arise after the 

sale, the title company will defend, at no charge, against all covered claims and will pay up to the 

amount of the policy to settle any such claims if deemed valid. 

 

Title insurance is a onetime fee based on the sales price of the property and is effective as long as 

the insured or the heirs of the insured are in title to the property. 

Be Informed! Be Insured! Be Proactive! 
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FITNESS TIP FOR THE SOUL 

 
Be grateful. Start or end the day by appreciating what you have. 

Talk to a friend. Not by email, but over the phone, or in person. 

Volunteer to help someone else. We live longer and happier lives if we spend time helping others. 

Take time out for yourself everyday. It can be as simple as a hot bath or sitting down to your favorite book. 

Don’t worry about what hasn’t happened. We spend far too much time worrying about things that we 

                       simply have no control over. 

Enjoy the simple pleasures in life. Take in all the sights, sounds and smells you encounter! 
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7 Deadly Sins of Real Estate (not this month) 
I am taking a break from my feature on the 7 Deadly Sins of Real Estate to talk about 
an important topic. Volunteering, service, sharing your expertise...whatever you call it, 
everyday individuals give their time for nothing. Volunteering makes us a better      
community and a stronger one. Perhaps you have followed Matthew Tully’s articles 
and  series in the Indianapolis Star about Indianapolis Public Schools and focus on 
Manuel High School. What eye-opening journalism and call to all of us to lend a hand, 
whether as individuals or as a community! I encourage you to take advantage of good 
weather to give to someone else, or a cause. My sister got my family and me involved 
in a donation of healthy breast tissue for breast cancer research conducted by the 
Susan Komen Foundation last year. My three sisters and mother came over from Terre 
Haute and we all donated breast tissue. We went out to lunch afterward. My sister had 
read about the concern that only cells from cancer patients had been available and no 
research had been done about those who had not been touched by breast cancer and 
why. Perhaps our few cells won’t reveal great results, but we contributed to a new ave-
nue of hope and learning. I encourage you to Vote on May 4th, but volunteering at the 
polls is another great way to support our communities. You can volunteer for a half a 
day, if you think the 6am—6pm is too much for you. Just be open and respond where 
you see the need. Offering a hand to another goes a long way to building a better com-
munity for us all to live in. 
REMEMBER: We are all in this together! 
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                                                                            City Launches The Great Indy Spring Cleanup 

 
                                             On  April 1, 2010 Mayor Greg Ballard announced the Great Indy Spring Cleanup.              

                                             This is a citywide effort to beautify and strengthen our communities. The Great 

                                             Indy Spring Cleanup aims to achieve litter abatement through neighborhood- 

                                             Driven initiatives. 

 

                                             “Every resident, every family can make a difference,” said Mayor Greg Ballard.  

                                             “Let’s all come together, take pride, and clean up streets, alleys and public places 

to make our city a brighter and safer place to live, work and play”. 

 

The Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Services and Keep Indianapolis Beautiful, Inc., with support from the 

Department of Public Works and Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Development, are coordinating with 

neighborhood associations and groups across the City to organize cleanup efforts during the month of April 

and continuing through October. For more information on organizing a cleanup in your neighborhood, visit 

www.greatindycleanup.com. 

 

Join the thousands of volunteers who have signed up to combat heavy litter and debris that has accumulated in 

public spaces. Participate in the Great Indy Spring Cleanup! 
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Crime Watch Tip Sheet—Burglary Reduction 
 

As summer approaches so does the increase in home burglary. But not only are homes being tar-

geted, businesses are also at great risk. Here are a few things you can do to secure your home and 

business and hopefully prevent you from becoming a victim. 

 
Crime Watch 

Create a Crime Watch for your neighborhood or business area. Communication is the key, when neighbors talk to 

each other, crime is reduced. 

Target Hardening 

What does the exterior of your home or business say to a burglar? Does it say welcome or stay away? The major-

ity of property theft in Indianapolis occurs in homes and businesses with open doors, windows, and   garage 

doors. Start from the exterior of your home or business and make things harder to enter or access. Beware of fire 

dangers & emergency access. You must have a route clear.  

Fences 

Criminals like a clear path for escape, fences slow them down. . 

Landscaping 

Visibility is the key. Bushes should be trimmed below window level and limbs trimmed up to 7 feet away from 

the building. Shrubs should be cut to 36 inches tall. Plant thorny vegetation (especially under windows) to dis-

suade access. Use noise mulch such as quarter sized grave. 

Interior and Exterior Lighting 

Lighting has been proven as the one deterrent that can prevent property crime at night. Lights turning on and off 

make it appear that someone is inside. Use timers with multiple settings for lights, TV’s, radios. Motion sensor 

lights at entrance doors are an inexpensive protection device. And you can always contact IPL for assistance in 

the placement of security lights. 

Security Doors and Strike Plates 

You can easily lessen the chances of the door being the point of entry for burglars by installing a security screen 

door that can be kept locked at all times. Also install strike plates on all entry doors, including the utility door to 

the garage. This makes it much harder for these doors to be kicked open. Dead Bolts are a MUST!  

Windows and Sliding Glass Doors 

Keep windows closed and locked! Secure sliding glass doors by placing a steel rod in the bottom track. 

Garage Doors 

Keep them closed. If you are going on vacation, disengage the opener. 

Burglar Alarms 

Recommended if you are usually away from your home or business for long periods. Also recommended for full 

time home use especially if you are alone, physically challenged, and/or elderly. 

Operation Identification 

Pick up an engraver from any home or hobby shop. Engrave commonly stolen items such as TV’s, camcorders, 

DVD players, cameras, video game systems, etc. with your drivers license number. Make sure to keep a list of 

serial numbers and take photos of everything of value. Keep the list and photos in a safe place out of the home or 

business.  

The Lived-in Look 

Don’t stop normal deliveries; ask a neighbor to pick up your paper and mail. Remove registrations from vehicles 

left on the property.  

For further information and assistance, contact the IMPD 


